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That is a very good question. Many are quite familiar with Our Lady of 
Lourdes and Our Lady of Fatima, but not so much Our Lady of Knock. Yet she 
was seen by at least fifteen people on the evening of August 21st, 1879 at the 
gable of the parish church in Knock, Ireland. Those, who saw Our Lady, also 
saw St. Joseph, St. John the Evangelist, and then resting on an altar the 
symbolic Lamb of God surrounded by angels. The visions lasted about two 
hours. Those who experienced these events heard no words spoken. Yet a 
profound message was conveyed. That message is more relevant than ever 
before. The visionaries were of all ages, the youngest only five years old. Our 
Lady appeared to simple people at the various stages of life. She confirmed the 
simple faith of simple people, whose daily lives were united with the sacred 
mysteries of the Catholic faith. These were unpretentious people, who had no 
illusions of grandeur – the salt of the earth type. They represent what our Lord 
meant when He said: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven (Mt.5:3).”  
  

In 1879 and then finally in 1936 those who saw the visions were questioned 
by Church authorities. The Church saw nothing irregular or false about the 
statements of the fifteen witnesses. Though it is never necessary to accept 
visions on the same level as the Gospel, just like Lourdes (1858) and Fatima 
(1917); what happened at Knock has received approval from the Church, 
including from five popes. Pope Francis will visit Knock on August 26, 2018. 

Though Our Lady appeared at Knock in Ireland, she gave a message for the 
whole world. Perhaps, we are just beginning to grasp the meaning of those 
sacred events of 1879. At first, it was readily interpreted as an affirmation of 
poor Catholics in Ireland, who were being treated shamefully in their own land. 
Like to those in profound grief, Mary made herself present to them to console, 
comfort, affirm, and above all just simply love. The dreadful memory of the great 
Irish famine was still fresh and not behind them. What was needed was the 
heavenly embrace of the Mother of God in what we call “the valley of tears 
(Salve Regina).” Mary came through, as she always does. 

Today, we must look beyond the initial historical reality. In fact, in our day 
the apparitions shed light on a dreadful, numbing, secularism that undercuts a 
childlike faith - all in the name of progress. In the midst of plenty, spiritual 
emptiness and hunger abound. We now face a famine of the heart, mind, and 
soul. All of God’s commandments are now contemptuously defied and broken. 
What was always bad is said to be good; what was always good is said to be 
bad. Many have chosen to contradict, revile, and abandon the Way of Salvation. 
Nevertheless, hope continues to come down to us from heaven. Clearly, part of 
the message is that we can out smart ourselves by putting aside the Faith of 
Our Fathers. This is the pearl of great price (Mt.13:45-46) that all ought to 
cherish. A false sophistication can lead us down the wrong path. Innocence of 
soul, Biblical Fear of the Lord, must not be cast aside, nor even tarnished by 
kneeling before the world with all its allurements. The Great American Tragedy 
has been to abandon the Faith of those who have gone before us for what is 
perceived to be the good life. Did not our Lord warn us: “For what shall it profit a 
man, if he gain the whole world, and suffer the loss of his soul (Mk. 8:36; Mt. 
16:26; Lk. 9:25)?” 

Indeed, in our world, Mary in all her glory, as Queen of heaven and earth, 
continues to urge us to lift up our eyes with hers to heaven. She urges us to 
keep our gaze on Jesus Christ, the Light of the World. She gently reminds us 
that we were created to know, love and serve God in this world, so as to be 
happy forever with Him in the next. “Who is she that cometh forth as the 
morning rising, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, terrible as an army set in 
(battle) array (Canticle of Canticles 6:9)?” With warm, smiling, gestures, our 
heavenly Queen embraces all of her children, hoping that her love of the Lord 



will fill their hearts. Her Immaculate Heart reaches out to touch us heart to heart. 
This is a very personal invitation to the whole Church and to every soul. How 
could we ever be indifferent? To whom else would we go? 

The significance of Our Lady of Knock has been much discussed for 
almost 140 years. There is still much to unravel and apply to our times. Perhaps, 
you will have your own insights? I was drawn to Our Lady of Knock by reading 
the book In Sinu Iesu (Angelico Press, 2016) by a Benedictine Monk (pp.34-38). 
Mary, our dear and beloved Mother, calls out to priests to come to her and for all 
to entrust the Church, her priests, themselves, their loved ones, to her 
Immaculate Heart. She speaks in prayer to this monk: “Turn to me to arrange all 
things to your advantage and the glory of my divine Son. Share your life with 
me. Entrust to me your concerns, your worries, and your fears. When you are in 
need of anything, be it spiritual or temporal, turn to me. I am you Mother of 
Perpetual Help, I am the Mediatrix of all graces. All good things are mine to 
bestow on whomsoever I will. This is my Son’s gift to me, and the will of the 
Father (p.34).” How can we not approach our dear Mother? 

Just a few final remarks about what was seen at Knock: 

1. Mary stands forth in all her brilliance as the Mediatrix of Grace. In 
her we see the full effects of sanctifying grace. She is the chosen 
woman, who perfectly participates in the joyful mysteries; who stands 
firmly at the Foot of the Cross; and, who fully participates in the 
ultimate glories of her Son, being the very first one to witness His 
Resurrection. She is the first to believe, the model believer. St. John 
Paul II often said: “When victory comes, it will come through Mary.” 
Mary is the special patroness of Christian Mothers and all girls and 
women. She sustains and strengthens the pure of heart. Priests call 
upon her as Regina cleri; Queen of the clergy.  
  

2. Her silence at Knock indicates our need for deep prayer, 
contemplative prayer. This is fulfilled by our response to the universal 
call to holiness that is the vocation of all the baptized, which Vatican II 
solemnly proclaimed and mandated. Our lives must reflect our union 
with the persons of the Most Blessed Trinity. That is what makes the 
Church real yet supernatural throughout time. The entire vision at 
Knock is a taste of the beauty and glory of heaven – home to the saints 
forever and ever. Mary is always with the Church at prayer.  
  

3. St. Joseph, patron of the universal Church, reflects in his life what 
awaits those who are united with Jesus through Mary in the 
Redemption. St. Joseph is our protector and guide in the Church. He 
shows us that our Holy Mother the Church is built up by those who love 
her, not by those who attack her. Just as He stood by Jesus and Mary, 
we must stand by the Church in our day. We must stand strong in our 
families as instruments of peace and salvation. St. Joseph also patrons 
Christian Fathers, all boys and men, workers, and the dying.  
  

4. St. John the Evangelist is the apostle of love. He was the only 
apostle to stand with Mary at the foot of the Cross. Jesus entrusted him 
(therefore, all faithful disciples) to Mary while He hung upon the Cross. 
In John 19:26-27 we read: “When Jesus saw His Mother, and the 
disciple whom He loved standing near, He said to His Mother, ‘Woman, 
behold thy son!’ Then He said to the disciple, ‘Behold, thy Mother!’ And 
from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.” Just as John 
took Mary into his home, we must take her into our homes. The sign of 
a Catholic home is the regular Family Rosary, a devout sacramental 
life, and an atmosphere of prayer, reverence, respect, and charity. 
Actually, Mary invites us into her home to dwell, where she never fails 
to care for us. Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, the Holy Family, connects with 
every Christian home and family. In every Christian home we actually 
meet Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.  

5. The Lamb of God on the Altar refers to the blood shed by Christ 
on the Altar of the Cross. God is rich in mercy. “Where sin abounded, 



grace did more abound (Romans 5:20).” This is the supreme sacrifice 
of love that won our redemption and makes possible the salvation of 
souls. This supreme act of love is made present at every Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass to strengthen us in sacrificial love – to live holy lives in the 
midst of the world. Jesus will always be with us under the appearances 
of bread and wine, where the Calvary Event is perpetuated; we receive 
Him in Holy Communion; He remains in our Tabernacles and on our 
altars in His Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. Do we not hear at every 
Holy Mass?: “Behold the Lamb of God! Behold Him who takes away 
the sins of the world! Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb!” Angels were seen in the vision, which shows the integral link 
between the Eucharistic banquet and the Heavenly banquet. Heaven 
connects with earth and earth with heaven.  

6. The best way to fully participate in the Holy Eucharist is through 
the frequent use of the Sacrament of Penance. Jesus acts 
personally and authoritatively in this sacrament of mercy so that the 
truly repentant will be made clean and be certain that all their sins have 
been forgiven. This certainty is not found in any other way in this world. 

Why Our Lady of Knock? The evidence speaks for itself in a most powerful 
way. Over time the message will become clearer. It is dynamic, never static. The 
answer is that Mary wants us to come to her to receive her loving care. The 
visions at Knock point us in her direction in a way that speaks to our times and 
touches us deeply. Love is like that, isn’t it? 

  

Let us renew our frequent praying of the Memorare: 

“Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary that never was it known that anyone 
who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession was left 
unaided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O virgin of virgins, My 
Mother. To thee I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of 
the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but, in thy mercy, hear and 
answer me. Amen.” 

With these prayerful sentiments deep in our hearts, minds, and souls, can we 
keep from singing out the official Knock Hymn?:  
 
Golden Rose, Queen of Ireland 
 
All my cares and troubles cease. 
 
As I kneel with love before You 
 
Lady of Knock, my Queen of Peace! 

In the venerable hymn “Faith of our Fathers,” written by Father Frederick 
Faber, in 1849, we sing: 
 
Faith of our Fathers! Mary’s prayers 
 
Shall win our country back to thee: 
 
And through the truth that comes from God 
 
Our land shall then indeed be free. 
 
Faith of our Fathers! Holy Faith! 
 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 


